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Dardanelle School District 

Board of Education Meeting 
November 9, 2020 

Education Center 

6:00 p.m. 

 

-Minutes- 

Members Present: 
 Jerry Dawson, President  

Haley Sosebee, Vice President 

 Sarah Davis, Secretary 

Jami Kendrick 

 

Absent: 

Tony Sigle  

 

I. Call to Order/Pledge  
 

President Dawson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance. Mr. Sigle 

was absent from the meeting. 

 

II. Statements from the Public 

 

None 

 

III. Information Items  

 

A.  Building Reports  

 

The next blended learning days are the Monday and Tuesday before Thanksgiving.  The district will be 

participating in an attendance and re-engagement initiative called ENGAGE Arkansas that is designed to 

support students, parents, and teachers during the COVID-19 crisis.  Primary students were unable to 

travel to the pumpkin patch this year but celebrated by bringing pumpkins to the students at school.  

Primary thanked the Methodist Church for donating a book to each student.  Middle school FBLA 

students are participating in a food drive for Thanksgiving.  Dr. Burris reported the first round of credit 

recovery has been completed and students have recovered 32 semester credits to date.  In addition, two 

new AP courses will be introduced: AP Econ-Government and AP Computer Science.  Dr. Burris 

congratulated Mrs. Lauren Taylor on being named Arkansas Business Teacher of the Year by the 

Arkansas Business Association. 

 

B.  Curriculum Report  

 

Mrs. Melanie Burris provided an update on a recently obtained T-Mobile Hot Spot Grant to provide 

approximately 184 additional hot spots to students.  She also addressed and explained further the district’s 

participation in ENGAGE Arkansas.  The health and wellness committee met at the end of October and 

set goals for the school year.  The district was awarded an ESA grant that will be technology focused. 
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C.  Financial Report 

 

Mrs. Jennifer Thaxton, Business Manager, provided the financial report.  The district has an ending 

balance of $4,488,840.33 in total operating funds and $3,083,433.35 in total building funds as of October 

31, 2020.  Mrs. Thaxton reviewed a letter from legislative audit and was pleased to announce the district 

was in full compliance with no deficiencies noted. 

 

D.  Food Service Report 

 

The districtwide Thanksgiving Feast will be on Thursday, November 19.  Due to COVID-19 restrictions, 

the meal will not be open to parents and visitors this year.  The USDA approved free meals for all 

students through the remainder of the school year. 

 

E.  Operations Report 

 

Mr. Vestal reported during a recent bus inspection that two buses would be decommissioned next year.  

The district budgeted a micro bus; however, due to trip restrictions he would like to forego the micro bus 

purchase and look at adding a new route bus.  He presented a quote from Master’s Transportation for a 

2019 Blue Bird 77 passenger bus with 38,386 miles for $68,900.00.  Mrs. Sosebee moved to add Action 

Item C.  Used Bus Purchase to the agenda.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

IV. Discussion Items 

 

None 

 

V.  Action Items   BY CONSENSUS 

 

A. Approval of Minutes     

 

Approval of October 12, 2020 regular meeting minutes  

 

B.  Approval of Bills 

 

Administration recommends approval of the October 2020 bills for payment as submitted. 

 

Mrs. Davis moved to approve the action items by consensus. Motion carried 4-0. 

 

VI. Action Items 

 

A.  Supplemental Insurance Distribution 

 
Administration recommended approval of the issuance of a onetime supplemental insurance check for 

$1000.00 to all district employees who are currently employed and have been on contract for at least 30 days. 

 

Mrs. Kendrick moved to approve the supplemental insurance distribution as submitted.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

B.  Petition for Student Transfer 

 

Administration recommended approving a petition for student transfer from name omitted on behalf of his 
children, names omitted, to transfer from Dardanelle School District to Pottsville School District.   



Board Meeting Minutes November 9, 2020 Page 3 

 

Administration recommended approving a petition for student transfer from name omitted on behalf of 

name omitted  to transfer from Dardanelle School District to Pottsville School District. 

 

Mrs. Sosebee moved to approve both transfers to Pottsville as submitted.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

C.  Used Bus Purchase 

 

Mr. Vestal presented a quote from Master’s Transportation for a 2019 Blue Bird 77 passenger bus with 

38,386 miles for a purchase price of $68,900.00.   

 

Mrs. Davis moved to approve the used bus purchase as submitted.  Motion carried 4-0 

 

VII. Executive Session 

 

Each Board member expressed no need to adjourn to executive session. 

 

Resignation: 

 

Administration recommended accepting the resignation of Tina Cornwell effective November 18, 2020. 

 

Mrs. Sosebee moved to accept the resignation of Tina Cornwell as submitted.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

VIII. Adjourn   

 

At 6:40 p.m., Mrs. Davis moved to adjourn.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

 

 

________________________________  ____________________________ 

Jerry Dawson, Board President   Sarah Davis, Board Secretary 


